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HOUSE BILL NO. 2306 HD1 SD1
RELATING TO AGRICULTURE

Chairperson Dela Cruz and Members of the Committee:

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on House Bill No. 2306 HD1 SD1. This
bill deposits Act 183, SLH 2017 funds into the food safety certification costs grant
program special fund and allows the department to expend funds from this special fund.
The Department strongly supports this bill.

Act 183, SLH 2017 appropriated $500,000 for fiscal year 2017-2018 and created
the food safety certification costs grant program special fund, but did not specify the
deposit of the appropriation into the special fund.

In addition, the bill required the Department of Agriculture to adopt rules to carry
out the purposes of the grant program. The Board of Agriculture recently granted
preliminary approval of these rules and the department will need to continue with the
rulemaking process until the rules are adopted. Currently, the Department anticipates
that when the rules are adopted, the appropriation will lapse and the funds will not be
available for the intended purpose. By placing the funds in the appropriate special fund,
the Department will have ample time to expend the allotted funding from the 2017

legislative session to support local farmers and ranchers with food safety costs.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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Ulupono Initiative Strongly Supports HB 2306 HD 1 SD 1, Relating to Agriculture

Dear Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee:

My name is Kyle Datta and | am General Partner of Ulupono Initiative, a Hawai‘i-based
impact investment firm that strives to improve the quality of life for the people of Hawai'‘i
by working toward solutions that create more locally produced food; increase affordable,
clean, renewable energy; and better management of waste and fresh water. Ulupono
believes that self-sufficiency is essential to our future prosperity and will help shape a
future where economic progress and mission-focused impact can work hand in hand.

Ulupono strongly supports HB 2306 HD 1 SD 1, which appropriates funding for the food
safety certification costs grant program, because it aligns with our goal of creating more
locally produced food.

One of the greatest challenges facing agricultural enterprises over the next few years is
getting into compliance with new federal food safety regulations. These new rules are
expected to protect public health by providing more information about food production.
However, the new regulations are expected to be significantly more strict than the current
guidelines, which requires more time and cost for compliance. It is a challenge for our
farmers and ranchers to navigate the nuances of the law, track new data requirements, and
implement best practices for food safety. Without this funding, farmers and ranchers,
particularly smaller scale operations, may be in violation of the law or be forced to shut
down, which will jeopardize the future of local agriculture in Hawai‘i.

As Hawai'‘i’s local food issues become more complex and challenging, organizations need
additional resources and support to address and overcome them. We appreciate this
committee’s efforts to look at policies that support local food production.

We believe that by collaborating, we can help produce more local food and support an
economically robust homegrown agriculture industry, which strengthens our community

with fresh, healthy food. Thank you for this opportunity to testify.

Respectfully,

Investing in a Sustainable Hawai‘i

999 Bishop Street, Suite 1202 | Honolulu, Hawai‘i 96813 & 808.544.8960 & 808.432.9695 | www.ulupono.com
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Aloha Chair Dela Cruz, Vice Chair Keith-Agaran, and Members of the Committee:

| am Randy Cabral, President of the Hawaii Farm Bureau (HFB). Organized since 1948, the HFB
is comprised of 1,900 farm family members statewide, and serves as Hawaii’s voice of agriculture
to protect, advocate and advance the social, economic and educational interests of our diverse
agricultural community.

HFB strongly supports HB 2306, HD1, SD1, which clarifies that the amount appropriated in Act
183, Session Laws of Hawaii 2017, shall be deposited into the food safety certification costs grant
program special fund and that the same amount shall be appropriated out of the special fund for
fiscal year 2018-2019. This program will provide grants to farmers to assist them in paying for the
costs of compliance with the FDA Food Safety Modernization Act and state food safety laws.

HFB appreciates the support by the legislature in our past efforts to help Hawaii’s farmers achieve
compliance with the FDA Food Safety and Modernization Act. As the actual rule has been rolled
out by FDA the immensity of the task is becoming evident.

Foodborne illnesses can be serious, and we should seek ways to reduce the risk. This bill will
provide that assistance to our farmers for the costs they will incur to become food safety
compliant.

The many criteria associated with FSMA to be compliant should not be an impediment for safe
food. Hawaii cannot afford to further lose farmers as we strive to increase local food production.
We want to incentivize our farmers’ ability to continue their operations and provide Hawaii with
abundant safe food.

Hawaii Farm Bureau respectfully requests your strong support of HB 2306, HD1, SD1 which
will assist farmers with expenses to become compliant with the Food Safety Modernization Act.

Thank you for the opportunity to testify on this measure.
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To the Honorable Donovan M. Dela Cruz, Chair; the Honorable Gilbert S.C. Keith-
Agaran, Vice-Chair and Members of the Committee on Ways and Means:

Good morning. My name is Melodie Aduja. | serve as Chair of the Oahu
County Committee ("OCC") on Legislative Priorities of the Democratic Party of
Hawaii. Thank you for the opportunity to provide written testimony on HB2306 HD1
SD1 relating to Agriculture; Food Safety Certification Costs Grant Program; and an
appropriation.

HB2306 HD1 SD1 is in accord with the Platform of the Democratic Party of
Hawai'i (“DPH”), 2016, as it clarifies that the amount appropriated in Act 183, Session
Laws of Hawaii 2017, shall be deposited into the Food Safety Certification Costs Grant
Program Special Fund and makes an appropriation out of the special fund for fiscal year
2018-2019.

The Platform of the Democratic Party of Hawi'i, 2016, provides that "[a]griculture
in our state must be preserved and its future strengthened. Sufficient prime agricultural
lands must be maintained for the health, economic well-being and sustenance of the
people. We believe in an integrated approach to agricultural innovation and
sustainability.

This approach includes, but is not limited to, the adoption of the native Hawaiian
concept of ahupua‘a, an integrated approach to land management. This could also
include development of economic, land and ocean use policies that foster sustainable
crops both for local consumption and for export, policies to foster agriculture-related
infrastructure at shipping points, and increased inspection to protect against invasive
species and to encourage reduced holding times. (Platform of DPH, P. 2, Lines 76-78,
82-86 (2016)).

To ensure wise use and equitable distribution of our precious water, we must
stress water conservation and alternative patterns of water treatment and consumption



such as the use of recycled water for irrigation, water storage reservoirs, and the use of
catchment systems by the public.

As an island state, securing affordable food for all is a priority. We support healthy
sustainable, diversified local food production, and “Buy Local” strategies to assure
greater food security and food safety.

We recognize the essential link between the availability of adequate and
affordable water and low-cost electrical power as essential components of viable
agricultural businesses. (Platform of DPH, P. 2, Lines 93-102 (2016)).

We support land use planning and infrastructure development to support
sustainable diversified agriculture, including low cost inter-island transportation of
agricultural products. We likewise support publicly funded research and development for
agricultural diversification and value-added products.(Platform of the DPH, P. 2, Lines
104-107 (2016)).

We support the designation of Important Agricultural Lands as a step towards
preserving high-grade productive lands for current and future needs.” (Platform of the
DPH, P. 2, Lines 109-110 (2016)).

We promote solid waste policies that divert green waste and food scraps for
making invasive species free compost and enhanced mulch available to our farmers,
landscapers, and residents. (Platform of DPH, P. 3, Lines 115-116 (2016)).

Given that HB2306 HD1 SD1 clarifies that the amount appropriated in Act 183,
Session Laws of Hawaii 2017, shall be deposited into the Food Safety Certification
Costs Grant Program Special Fund and makes an appropriation out of the special fund
for fiscal year 2018-2019, it is the position of the OCC on Legislative Priorities to
support this measure.

Thank you very much for your kind consideration.
Sincerely yours,

/s/ Melodie Aduja
Melodie Aduja, Chair, OCC on Legislative Priorities

Email: legislativepriorities@gmail.com, Text/Tel.: (808) 258-8889
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